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News Brief  
 

  President Md. Abdul Hamid has urged all to remain alert against the influence of money and muscle power in 

elections which ultimately effects democracy. The President made the urge while he was addressing a function 

marking platinum jubilee celebration of Katiadi Pilot Model High School in the school premises in Kishoreganj 

yesterday. He stressed flourishing democracy and maintaining political stability to ensure sustainable development, 

saying, tolerance, mutual respect and strengthening all democratic institutions help flourish democracy. 

 Finance Minister AMA Muhith has sought utmost cooperation of United Nations Secretary General Antonio 

Guteress for creating a safe zone in Myanmar in line with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's proposal for a quick and 

permanent solution to Rohingya crisis. He made the call when he met Secretary General at the UN headquarters in 

New York on Monday. Muhith invited Antonio Guteress to visit Bangladesh as soon as possible. During the 

meeting, the UN chief highly appreciated Bangladesh for sheltering Rohingya and thanked Prime Minister Sheikh 

Hasina, her government and the people of Bangladesh for the humanitarian effort.  

 Foreign Minister Abul Hasan Mahmood Ali has said Myanmar has to take back its nationals from Bangladesh. 

He said the issue was created by the Myanmar authorities and they have to resolve the problems as per the Kofi 

Anan Commission Report. Bangladesh is not alone, he said, noting that at least 25 countries are with Bangladesh for 

the resolution of the Rohingya crisis. The Foreign Minister said this while inaugurating a day-long roundtable 

conference on the theme, 'The Rohingya Crisis: Measures taken by Bangladesh and Way Forward', organized by the 

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies in Dhaka yesterday. He also said around 3,000 Rohingyas 

were killed following the army operation in the Rakhine State of Myanmar since August 25.  

 A massive cholera immunization campaign started in Rohingya camps in Ukhiya and Teknaf to protect the 

newly arrived Rohingyas and host communities from the life-threatening diarrhoeal disease. The campaign, led by 

the Ministry of Health and supported by the World Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF, is being carried in the 

area. Meanwhile, the Singapore Armed Forces yesterday delivered S$270,000 worth of humanitarian supplies to 

Bangladesh to support Rohingyas.  

 Bangladesh Ambassador in Naypyidaw, along with envoys of four countries bordering it, have been invited by 

Myanmar to visit northern Rakhine, the worst affected areas from where more than 5 lakh Rohingyas were forced to 

cross into Cox’s Bazar due to the atrocities orchestrated by the country’s security forces since August 25.  

 Bangladesh wants its friends, including India, to play a significant role in resolving the Rohingya crisis for 

maintaining regional stability and security, said Prime Minister's International Affairs Adviser Dr Gowher Rizvi. He 

expressed the hope while speaking at the inaugural session of Bangladesh-India Security Dialogue jointly arranged 

by Bangladesh Enterprise Institute and Observer Research Foundation of India in Dhaka yesterday. Taking part in 

the dialogue, Pinak Ranjan Chakravarty, a former Indian Envoy to Bangladesh, said Bangladesh should join India-

Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway. He said, the integration of Bangladesh into this scheme would ensure 

seamless connectivity all the way from India to Thailand. 

 Delhi is keen on signing a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Dhaka on the construction of the Indo-

Bangla friendship pipeline between Siliguri and Parbatipur during Indian External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj’s 

visit to Dhaka scheduled in the third week of October. According to Indian media reports, Swaraj will visit Dhaka in 

the third week of October for a comprehensive review of relations with Bangladesh. She is also expected to focus on 

Rohingya refugees.  

  Indian Home Minister Rajnath Singh has commended the cyclone preparedness programme of Bangladesh. He 

said, cyclone preparedness techniques followed in Bangladesh are recognised as the global best practices. The Indian 

Minister came up with the appreciation as he was inaugurating the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 

Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Disaster Management Exercise-2017 in New Delhi yesterday. 

BIMSTEC Secretary General M Shahidul Islam was also present at the function.  

 The first batch of 40 judicial officers, comprising senior judicial magistrates, senior assistant judges and 

metropolitan magistrates, left for Bhopal of India on Monday to attend the ‘Training and Capacity Building 

Programme for Bangladesh Judicial Officers. The training programme will be administered under the ‘Indian 

Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC)’ plan of the Indian Ministry of External Affairs.   

 DSEX advanced by 0.21 per cent, or 12.91 points, to finish at 6,141.81 points after a sharp decline by 76.60 

points in the previous session yesterday. 
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